The Australian Establishment & Schapelle Corby

Having learned the actua facts of the Schapelle Corby case, and examined the clear
complicity fromwithin Audrdiaitsdf, people sometimes ask "How could they dothat?'.
To understand the drivers for such inhumane behavior though, it is necessary to examine
the underlying nature of the Austrdian establishment itself (not that thisis uniqueto
Austradial might add).

"The Establishment is aterm used to refer to the traditional ruling dassdite and the structures of society
that they control. Theterm can be used to describe specific entrenched dite structures in specific
institutions, but is usually informal in appication."

This is the Wikipedian definition of 'the establishment’. It is not far off the mark, adthough
I would perhaps defineit more longthelines of: a privileged section of soci ety bonded
together through self interest and shared values to the exclusion of the majority

One of the most obvious manifestations of its existenceis that most fundamental
policies do not actually change with achange of government: the establishment remains
in control of the politica and social machinery, and radica change is never on the
agenda. Nor is this uniqueto aparticular form of government: rulingelite are evident in
most sy gems, from communism to fascism to capitaism. Within each, the vast mgority
of the population havelittleideathat any manipulation of power is occurring, and are at
best only vaguely aware of the inbuilt structura mechanisms to retain the status quo and
exclude them from the feast.

The establishment broadly looks after its own: its own class, its ownpegple and its own
structures. It scorns outsiders, and ruthlessly pratects itsef from large scde intrusion or
threat.

THE ESTABLISHMENT'S PERSPECTIVE

In Austraiathe establishment, fromits own pergpective, scorns Schapelle Corby, her
family, and al families like them: broadly for what they gand for and represent. The
Corby family are not wedlthy or powerful in any way, and criticaly, have entirely
different vaues and back grounds to those who actualy comprisethe establishment. Their
outlook and even cultura roots are almost dien to that particular minority subset of the
population.

Like the vast mgority of people, Schapelle Corby and her family are’outsiders’ as far as
the establishment is concerned, in that they are ableto consider them as sufficiently
different to themselves to distance them from any sort of bond or cultura affinity. There
is simply nosocia, emotional or human kinship in the sense that one would expect to
exist within agven community or papulation.

This dmost complete emotiona detachment from the interests of outsiders as human
beings, enabl es them to take decisions and act on amacro generic level. Outsiders thus
become dispensable, becausethey are viewed as fundamentd ly disparate: thereis simply



insufficient commonality or similarity for any consideration of ther interests or well
being as people. Thereis no empathy.

But it goes further. Because of this lack of affinity and empathy, if they daretothreaten
theinterests of the establishment in any way at dl, they areruthlessly castigated and dedlt
with by one means or another, athough usually quite subtly. Thereis no guilt or emotion
associated with this, because their is so little cultura or human bond in play. Thevictim
subconsciously ceases to be seen as an actual person who suffers acute pain.

Thisprocess is not anew reveation. Indeed, many atrocities throughout history havein
fact been enacted largely dueto thepragpensity of the human psycheto daach itsdf from
theinterests and suffering of others, either individually or collectively. Perpetraors of
crimes against humanity, and those implementing them on their behalf, have

psy chologically wholly detached themselves from ther victims. This regrettable human
tendency is also evident to this very day. It is how politicians can push buttons knowing
that countlessthousandswill die, usually in afore gn territory, as aresult of their
decision. They have emotiondly and culturally detached themselves from the actua
victims and their real human situation, in much the sameway as the establishment has
from Schapédle Corby and dl those Austraians like her.

SCHAPELLE CORBY

Unfortunately, Schapelle Corby threatened the interests of the establishment in 2005. Of
course, she atracted massive sympathy from the vas mgority of Austraians, who
naturaly related to her, as they were of similar class and shared common values. But as
discussed, shewas an outsider tothe establishment, and was creating political instability
with regpect tothe government’s strategic relationship with Indonesia

Even worse, a the extreme end of ther social simul ation models a thetime, shewas a
patentid catay st for widespread exposure, subsequent disrug of, and thus oppasition to
the establishment itself. She was emerging as avehicl e through which the mgority might
actudly seethedisparity between how the establishment’s ownwere pratected, ye how
commoners were often dispensed with as worthless, and were sy sematicaly
disadvantaged within society as awhole.

Shewas thus aprimetarget for the unrdentingwrath of the establishment through its
supporting socid and politica machinery.

Thisis why little or nothing has been doneto help her, despitethe shocking human rights
abuses and the politica sentence. Had Schapelle Corby been part the establishment,
perhaps the daughter of apolitician, senior ranking lawy er, mgor industry figure, or
senior police officer, the organs of government would have been used to bring her home.
But shewasnt. Shewas an outsider: aworking cass grl with nothing in common with
those individuas comprising the establishment. And she was creating si gnificant issues
of unpredictability for the establishment itself.



THE ESTABLISHMENT IN ACTION: EXAMPLES

There are so many examples to citefrom over theyears that it is difficult to know where
to actudly gart. | will therefore take those tha have emerged just in the last couple of
weeks or so. These focus upon the esablishment’s use of government organs, the media
and the legd system.

1. The Government

The story inthe mediathis week, about the government’s bewildering refusa to donate
Schapdl €'s book roydties to a cancer charity, as she requested, brought to mind again
this whole disgraceful case.

Readers will recall that despitethe paent abuses of her human rights, theillegdities of
the show trid, and the politica sentence, the Australian government launched legal action
to seizetheroydties from her book on the basis that they were the proceeds of crime’.
Essentidly, they were seekingto prevent her from havingthe funds to pay her enormous
legd costs, or even fly her mother over to visit her. It was thefird time ever that
prosecutors in Audraiahad sought to recoup proceeds of crime from the publication of a
book.

The ruthlessness and brutality of thisis simply staggering, but it is afine example of how
the establishment have little or no empathy withthose outside their own, and
consequently no compassion whasoever. To initiate such aspiteful and vindictive action
against someone sufferingin such appalling conditions beggars bdief for most thinking
peple, but it illustrateswel what thepublic are actudly up against.

2. The Legal System

Also hot off the pressis the case of the "senior Perth lawvyer”, M ark Trowel, who had
infamously made PUBLIC statements regarding bribe money duringthe show trid itsdf:
one can imagnetheimpact this might have had on thejudiciary in Indonesia, and its
possible contribution to the barbaric sentence. The case of this clear and particularly
gppdlingbreach of client confidentiality reached thefind stage a the 'Sate
Administrative Tribund’ last week.
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Thetribund said that abreach of aclient’s confidentiality would usualy result in a
serious pendty, and Trowell faced the possibility of a sugpension or disbarment.

The actua outcomeregardingthis particularly nasty breach? Wait for it: hewas
reprimanded’. No, seriously. That redly IS it!

It would be funny if it wasn't so shockingy serious. They blathered about it beinga‘ most
unusual’ case, how remorseful’ he was, and laughably in the context of this article, even
referred to "high regard by the profession™ and his "impressive array of references”. Y es,
we get it: it has the word 'establishment’ inddibly stamped dl over it. But they insiged on
spelingit out.

3. The Media

It emerged last week that a Channd 9 documentary about Schapele Corby, The Hidden
Truth’ (THT), has been nominated for a’Logi€ award (amajor TV circus award in
Austraia). That production was basicadly are-hash of the origind film 'Ganja Queer,
released previously in the United Sates, and which was NOT a Channel 9 production.
But THT was not JUST are-hash, it was a shocking hatchet job: censorship of materia
that might invoke sympéhy for Schapelle Corby, and blatant insertion of the most gilted
and distorted of representations of Schapelle Corby’s family.

But wait. The Log es are suppaosed to recognize works of cregtivity, craftsmanship, and
TV production skills! Why on earth is are-hash and censor of existingmaterid, with
crude propagandic inserts, even being consider ed for the reward of anomination? | think
we know the answer tothat by now, don't we.

Whilst discussing the establishment’s ongoing use of the media, it would be remiss not to
mention the investigation currently being conducted by JournOz, the ethicd journalist
portd. Earlier this month they published amgor item explaining the actua process used
by the government/establishment to manipulate public opinion viathe media, and ABC in
paticular. It is essentid reading for any one who has any doubts regardingthe degreeto
which this has occurred: www.journoz.com/schapelecorby/. And let’s not even START
discussing the recent crude censorship of the gobal protes and United Nation delivery,
which Austraians are not even awvare of (www.schapelle.net/censored.html).



THE MISSION
So it has been abusy month thus far, with thetentacles of the establishment active across
asignificant number of social control sysems.

The mord of this pog though is that rather than seeing the hand of government in the
countless examples of complicity and manipulation, observers would be better advised to
recognize thefoul prints of the establishment al over the most sordid aspects of this
case, from the sale of Schapelle Corby’s human rights, through to the blatant use of the
mediato smear her and hide the truth.

I dentifying those responsible and calling them to account is obviously not the easiest
mission in theworld, but it is one which any one with a soul and an ounce of compassion
for humanity, cannot refuse.

Mor pheus
www.Schapdll e.Net
mor pheus@schapelle.net



